
Basic Qualities of Minimalist Fiction 
 

• Short words, short sentences, short paragraphs, leading to a 
very short story 

 
• Easy vocabulary 

 
• Simple sentence structure 

 
• Little figurative language 

 
• Minimal description of characters and setting 

 
• Minimal background information 

 
• Use of brand names to quickly characterize/describe  

 
• Very little action 

 
• Often written in the present tense 

 
• No resolution 

 
• Nihilistic tone 
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