
Story Evaluated: _______________________________________________ 
 
Evaluators: ___________________________________________________

Rating 5—Strong 3—Okay 1—Not Yet Final Grade
Ideas Ideas are clear.

Details are interesting.
Shows rather than tells.
Surprises.

General—needs more 
details.
Predictable—nothing 
surprising.
Tells rather than shows.

Limited information.
Message is not clear.
Reader is confused.

Organization Follows pattern.
Beginning grabs your 
attention.
Strong transitions.
Good ending.

Follows pattern.
Beginning okay but not 
outstanding.
Some ideas don’t fit.
Ending okay. 

Beginning weak.
No structure.
Weak ending.
No transitions.

Voice Full of feeling.
Tone fits purpose and 
audience.
Reader wants to hear 
more.

More telling than showing 
feeling.
Some parts are vague.
Some good parts.

Writing not personal.
No feeling.
No memorable 
moments.

Fluency Sentences vary in length.
Beginnings vary.
Writing has flow.
Easy to read aloud.

Some choppy sentences.
Some sentences begin 
the same way.
Some flow.
Some parts easy to read 
aloud. 

Choppy or rambling 
sentences.
Most sentences begin 
the same way.
No flow.
Difficult to read aloud.

Word Choice Specific words.
Interesting words.
Lively verbs.

General words.
Few interesting words.
Few lively verbs.

Vague words.
Message is unclear.

Conventions Spelling correct.
Punctuation correct.
Capitals correct.
Grammar correct.

Spelling, punctuation, 
capitals, and grammar 
sometimes correct.

Difficulties with 
spelling, punctuation, 
capitals, and grammar.
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