Examples of Dr. King's Use of Semicolons

We know through painful experience that freedom is never
voluntarily given by the oppressor; it must be demanded by the

oppressed. (157)

There was a time when the church was very powerful—in the time
when the early Christians rejoiced at being deemed worthy to suffer
for what they believed. In those days the church was not merely a
thermometer that recorded the idea and principles of popular

opinion; it was a thermostat that transformed the mores of society.

(166)

Abused and scorned though we may be, our destiny is tied up with
America's destiny. Before the pilgrims landed at Plymouth, we were
here. Before the pen of Jefferson etched the majestic words of the
Declaration of Independence across the pages of history, we were
here. For more than two centuries our forebears labored in this
country without wages; they made cotton king; they built the homes
of their masters while suffering gross injustice and shameful
humiliation—and yet out of a bottomless vitality they continued to

thrive and develop. (167)
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