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5 points 3 points 1 point

Idea
Development

My writing is clear, well developed, & full of
important, intriguing details.

I have a solid beginning. It is easy to see where I'm
headed, but I need more.

My piece is sketchy. Loosely focused information
forces the reader to guess.

Organization

My readers can easily follow my thinking and read my
story.

My readers are on the right road, but need more
direction from me.

I've lost my readers.

Voice

I love this topic and it shows. I make you want to read
it.

My writing is sincere, but you can tell I'm not
passionate about the topic.

I'm distant from my topic and audience.

• My story is not just a list. I develop my main idea.
I get the story across.

• It makes sense and is interesting.
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PICTURE BOOK RUBRIC
Instructions: Use this rubric to assess your own work; it is also the scale
that will be used when assessing your work for a grade.

• My story is too broad and my reader needs more
specific details.

• The reader might have some questions left
unanswered after they read it.

• I know what I want to say, but am having trouble
saying it.

• I know what I want to say, but do not have a main
idea.

• I have a list of facts.

• I lack enough information to write about this
topic.

• What is my topic?

• I know where I want to take my reader and I do.

• I draw my reader in with a strong and interesting
opening.

• I finish the story; I do not leave the reader
hanging.

• My transitions from one thought to another are
strong and fit the story.

• My tone matches the topic, purpose, and my
audience.

• You know that I wrote it.

• You can hear me in it.

• I know my audience.

• My piece is moving and honest.

• My readers want to share my story with someone
else.

• My tone is acceptable, but not strongly energetic
or individual.

• I have not quite found my voice, but I am trying.
My voice comes and goes.

• You might want to share parts of my story with
someone else but not the whole thing.

• The voice I used is not right for the topic or
audience.

• Anybody could have written this. It lacks
individuality.

• I did not make the writing come alive.

• I leave my readers with no sense of where we were
going.

• I confused my readers.

• I have no opening or closing.

• My thoughts seem random.

• The order works, but it does not flow well.

• My opening or closing are not engaging or are
weak.

• My transitions from one thought to another seem
forced.


