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It is true, a child just dropt from its dam, 
may be supported by her milk, for a solar year, with little other 
nourishment: at most not above the value of two shillings, which 
the mother may certainly get, or the value in scraps, by her 
lawful occupation of begging; and it is exactly at one year old 
that I propose to provide for them in such a manner, as, instead 
of being a charge upon their parents, or the parish, or wanting 
food and raiment for the rest of their lives, they shall, on the 
contrary, contribute to the feeding, and partly to the cloathing 
of many thousands.

Some persons of a desponding spirit are in great concern about 
that vast number of poor people, who are aged, diseased, or 
maimed; and I have been desired to employ my thoughts what course 
may be taken, to ease the nation of so grievous an incumbrance.

I have been assured by a very knowing American of my acquaintance 
in London, that a young healthy child well nursed, is, at a year 
old, a most delicious nourishing and wholesome food, whether 
stewed, roasted, baked, or boiled; and I make no doubt that it 
will equally serve in a fricasie, or a ragoust.

I have already computed the charge of nursing a beggar’s child 
(in which list I reckon all cottagers, labourers, and four-fifths 
of the farmers) to be about two shillings per annum, rags 
included; and I believe no gentleman would repine to give ten 
shillings for the carcass of a good fat child, which, as I have 
said, will make four dishes of excellent nutritive meat, when he 
hath only some particular friend, or his own family to dine with 
him.

Similarly structured sentence with no semicolon: I am assured by our merchants, that a boy or a girl before 
twelve 
years old, is no saleable commodity, and even when they come to 
this age, they will not yield above three pounds, or three pounds 
and half a crown at most, on the exchange

No AND; New sentence

And secondly, There being a round million of creatures in humane figure throughout this kingdom, whose whole 
subsistence put into a common stock, 
would leave them in debt two million of pounds sterling, adding 
those who are beggars by profession, to the bulk of farmers, 
cottagers and labourers, with their wives and children, who are 
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beggars in effect; I desire those politicians who dislike my 
overture, and may perhaps be so bold to attempt an answer, that 
they will first ask the parents of these mortals, whether they 
would not at this day think it a great happiness to have been 
sold for food at a year old, in the manner I prescribe, and 
thereby have avoided such a perpetual scene of misfortunes, as 
they have since gone through, by the oppression of landlords, the 
impossibility of paying rent without money or trade, the want of 
common sustenance, with neither house nor cloaths to cover them 
from the inclemencies of the weather, and the most inevitable 
prospect of intailing the like, or greater miseries, upon their 
breed for ever.

Neither indeed can I deny, that if the same use were made of several plump young girls in this town, who without 
one single groat to their fortunes, cannot stir abroad without a chair, and appear at a play-house and assemblies 
in foreign fineries which they never will pay for; the kingdom 
would not be the worse.

Three parts

For we can neither employ them in handicraft or agriculture; we neither 
build houses, (I mean in the country) nor cultivate land: they 
can very seldom pick up a livelihood by stealing till they arrive 
at six years old; except where they are of towardly parts, 
although I confess they learn the rudiments much earlier; during 
which time they can however be properly looked upon only as 
probationers: As I have been informed by a principal gentleman in 
the county of Cavan, who protested to me, that he never knew 
above one or two instances under the age of six, even in a part 
of the kingdom so renowned for the quickest proficiency in that 
art.

Fifthly, This food would likewise bring great custom to taverns, 
where the vintners will certainly be so prudent as to procure the 
best receipts for dressing it to perfection; and consequently 
have their houses frequented by all the fine gentlemen, who 
justly value themselves upon their knowledge in good eating; and 
a skilful cook, who understands how to oblige his guests, will 
contrive to make it as expensive as they please.

“WHICH”+ thought (not whole sentence)

I am assured by our merchants, that a boy or a girl before twelve 
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years old, is no saleable commodity, and even when they come to 
this age, they will not yield above three pounds, or three pounds 
and half a crown at most, on the exchange; which cannot turn to 
account either to the parents or kingdom, the charge of 
nutriments and rags having been at least four times that value.

I do therefore humbly offer it to publick consideration, that of 
the hundred and twenty thousand children, already computed, 
twenty thousand may be reserved for breed, whereof only one 
fourth part to be males; which is more than we allow to sheep, 
black cattle, or swine, and my reason is, that these children are 
seldom the fruits of marriage, a circumstance not much regarded 
by our savages, therefore, one male will be sufficient to serve 
four females.

For instance, the addition of some thousand carcasses in our exportation of 
barrel’d beef: the propagation of swine’s flesh, and improvement 
in the art of making good bacon, so much wanted among us by the 
great destruction of pigs, too frequent at our tables; which are 
no way comparable in taste or magnificence to a well grown, fat 
yearly child, which roasted whole will make a considerable figure 
at a Lord Mayor’s feast, or any other publick entertainment.

Similarly structured sentence with no semicolon: and I believe no gentleman would repine to give ten 
shillings for the carcass of a good fat child, which, as I have 
said, will make four dishes of excellent nutritive meat, when he 
hath only some particular friend, or his own family to dine with 
him. 

Not a whole sentence

As to our City of Dublin, shambles may be appointed for this 
purpose, in the most convenient parts of it, and butchers we may 
be assured will not be wanting; although I rather recommend 
buying the children alive, and dressing them hot from the knife, 
as we do roasting pigs.

Men would become as fond of their wives, during the time of their 
pregnancy, as they are now of their mares in foal, their cows in 
calf, or sow when they are ready to farrow; nor offer to beat or 
kick them (as is too frequent a practice) for fear of a 
miscarriage.

Supposing that one thousand families in this city, would be 
constant customers for infants flesh, besides others who might 
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have it at merry meetings, particularly at weddings and 
christenings, I compute that Dublin would take off annually about 
twenty thousand carcasses; and the rest of the kingdom (where 
probably they will be sold somewhat cheaper) the remaining eighty 
thousand.

I have no children, by which I can propose to get a single penny; the youngest being nine years old, and my wife 
past child-bearing.

Similarly structured sentence with no semicolon: That the remaining hundred thousand may, at a year 
old, be offered in sale to the persons of quality and fortune, 
through the kingdom, always advising the mother to let them suck 
plentifully in the last month, so as to render them plump, and 
fat for a good table.
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