Tips for using

Diamante Poems
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Antonym Diamante Poem

This poem shows the differences
between day and night. Do you see
where the poem changes?

Day
Bright, sunny,
Laughing, playing, doing,

Up in the east, down in the west—
Talking, resting, sleeping,
Quiet, dark,

Night
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Diamante poems give children a leg up in creating a poem. These diamond-
shaped poems follow a set structure, requiring children to supply different
parts of speech, such as adjectives and —-ing words. The poem’s seven lines
may be used to describe one topic or two. For instance, the poem can be
all about chocolate ice cream or about ice cream and hot chocolate. The
middle line (the fourth) can be seen as a link, where the writer makes the
connection between the two.

Here’'s What to Do

Print out the examples of diamante poems provided in the tool or review
them online. The synonym example reflects a one-topic poem and the
antonym example uses two topics that are opposites. Let children choose
their own poem topics. Favorite sports, foods, vacation spots, and seasons
are natural choices. The child then fills in each blank, supplying the
requested part of speech. If the child is doing a single-topic poem, both the
beginning and ending subjects will be the same. When tackling two topics,
the fourth line needs four nouns or a phrase that introduces the second
topic. Don't forget to print before starting a new poem!

More Ideas to Try

e Their diamond shape makes diamante poems perfect for inserting in
homemade greeting cards. They make an ideal tribute to someone on
their birthday or special day. What mom or dad wouldn’t love one?

¢ Take the diamond theme one step further by writing diamante poems
about diamond-related subjects—diamond gems, the Hope Diamond,
baseball diamonds, or the diamond suit on playing cards.

e In addition to opposites, children can pair up two subjects that are related
or connected, such as sunshine and sunburns (ouch!). Also try two
subjects that demonstrate a transformation such as caterpillar to butterfly
or seed to flower.

e Encourage children to choose themselves as a topic. The poems can
contrast what the children were like as babies or toddlers to the children
today.

*This tool uses the free Flash browser plug-in (version 8 or later), which
can be downloaded from the ReadWriteThink Site Tools page.

To view this tip sheet online, go to
www.readwritethink.org/materials/diamante/tipsheet.pdf.
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