
Writing Prompt: Highlighting Subjective Values through Narration

After closely reading the three accounts of the infanticide Sethe
commits, compose a well-developed response that explores how the
act’s meaning is a product of the viewer/narrator’s personal values and
beliefs.

Your response should highlight the author’s use of diction, figurative
language, sentence structure, and any other resources of language as
they contribute to the passages’ effectiveness.

Your response will be evaluated on the following criteria
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Exceptional

2
Good
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Developing

Focus

The response shows
clear, nuanced
understanding of the
ways in which the
three representations
are similar and
different

The response shows
some understanding of
the ways the
representations are
similar/different, but
may be overly general or
obvious

The response focuses
mostly on either
similarities or differences
and offers little nuance
or specificity

Analysis of
Language

The response pays
close and careful
attention to language,
connecting resources
of language and
narrative strategies to
the author’s varied
purposes and tone

The response points to
examples of resources of
language and narrative
strategies, but may have
mixed success in
connecting to the
author’s varied purposes
and tone

The response makes only
limited attempts to point
to examples of resources
of language and
narrative strategies, but
may have mixed success
in connecting to the
author’s varied purposes
and tone

Mechanics

The response is well-
written, carefully
edited, and free of
errors that detract
from a reader’s
understanding

The response is
reasonably well-written,
free of major errors

The response contains
several errors that
distract from the reader’s
understanding


