
Copyright 2008 IRA/NCTE. All rights reserved. 
ReadWriteThink materials may be reproduced for educational purposes.
Image(s) copyright 2008 JUPITERIMAGES, and its licensors. All rights reserved.

Sample Characteristics of an Effective 
War Report

An effective war report…

	 •			Incorporates	and	relies	on	vivid,	picture-painting	vocabulary	that	will	generate	
both	an	intellectual	and	an	emotional	response	in	the	reader.

	 •			Presents	significant	factual	information	to	ensure	the	reader	understands	the	
event.

	 •			Includes	an	emotional	perspective	that	invites	the	reader	to	experience	the	
battle	as	if	he	or	she	were	there.			

	 •			Humanizes	the	war	by	including	significant	and	personal	details	about	the	
people	involved	in	the	battle.			


