
Text Messages Episode 29 
Dystopian Literature 

Cover art used with permission from the publishers listed. All rights reserved. 

 
 

 
Tune in to hear podcast host Jennifer Buehler talk about these great books for teens and  

preteens on iTunes or at http://www.readwritethink.org/textmessages 
 

       
 

The Hunger Games trilogy by Suzanne Collins (The Hunger Games, 2008; Catching Fire, 2009) 
to conclude in August 2010 with the release of Mockingjay (all published by Scholastic) 

 
 

          
 

Older dystopian standouts: The Giver by Lois Lowry (Houghton Mifflin, 1993),  
Feed by M.T. Anderson (Candlewick, 2002), Uglies by Scott Westerfeld (Simon Pulse, 2005) 

 
 

              
 

Dystopian novels featured on past episodes of Text Messages:  
Unwind by Neal Shusterman (Simon & Schuster, 2007), Little Brother (Tor, 2008), The Carbon Diaries 

2015 by Saci Lloyd (Holiday House, 2009), This World We Live In by Susan Beth Pfeffer (Harcourt, 
2010) 
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Candor by Pam Bachorz 

(Egmont, 2008) 

 
Matched by Ally Condie  

(Dutton, November 2010) 

 
The Gardener by S.A. Bodeen 

(Feiwel and Friends, 2010) 
 

 
Pod by Stephen Wallenfels 

(Namelos, 2009)   

 
The Carbon Diaries 2017 by 

Saci Lloyd (Holiday House, 2010) 
 

 
Ship Breaker by Paolo 

Bacigalupi 
(Little, Brown, 2010) 

 
 

 
The Maze Runner by James  
Dashner (Delacorte, 2009) 

 
The Scorch Trials by James 

Dashner (Delacorte, October, 2010) 
 

 
The Knife of Never Letting Go 

by Patrick Ness (Candlewick, 
2008) 

 
The Ask and the Answer 

by Patrick Ness (Candlewick, 
2009) 

 
Monsters of Men 

by Patrick Ness (Candlewick, 
September 2010) 

 


